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Independents dominate federal lease sales

The Interior Department’s Mincrals Management Serviee
(MMS) held two lease sales in New Orleans last week,
ottracting the interest of scoces of mdependents but only a
handfil or majors, Also of note; The lop bidder i terms
of the npmber of apparent high bids is not 2n cperator at
all, but rber i solely a prospect generation shop.

In last week's Central Guil of Mexico Lease Sale Mo, 194,
£ companies placed 631 hids on 428 tracts, In all, this
year’s Central Gulf bidders offered up 554003 million in
total bids and $354 mullion in high bids. By comparizon,
apecators placed 829 bids on 557 blocks and S368.8
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Compled from the Offshore Rig Localor's daily vpdale,
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miliion in high bids in last vear’s Central CGulf of Mexico
lease sale,

Demindon Exploration submitted the highest bid in this
vear's Central Gulf sale, $21.2 million, for West Cameron
Block 132. Prospect shop Focus Epergzy was Unis year™s
minat active lead bidder with 24 blocks. The most active
majors by a wide mangin were ChevronTexaco with 22
apparent high bids and Exxonbdobil with 18, The most
active independent acting as a lead bidder was LLOG with
22 apparent high bids, followed closely by Remington Ol
& Gas and Murpive with 2] high lead bids each, and
Energy Partners with 20, The latter two also partaered
with other lead operators on additional bids,

Energy Partners Chairman, President, and CEQ Richard
Bachmann said, “Today's lease sale was the most active
lease sale ever for Energy Portners Lad., and we ane very
pleased with our results. We and our pariners were high
bidders on 22 of the 27 blecks we bid on, for an 30 per-
cent-plus success rate. Twenty of those high bids are 100
percent Energy Pariners Lid. 1M all the biocks are awarded,
this sale will increase our gross acreage on the shelfby a

Continued on page 2

Editor: Brad Baethe -|

Guli of Mesxico Mawsbatiar, an 005 Poarodats pebliation
peihtished every Monday. Editorind and cinoulatisn officss are lzezted 21
J200 Wikrest Dr,, Suite 1o, Hownea, Tous Fro4e, USA Indhides]
peint ar ealing edivon subseripcions ane 5259 por poar. Sebacription
erene ane detalbod B 1k cowpon on the back puge. ODS-Fetmudeia
pobliches a series of information paciages relating to the Gull of Meioo
oilard gie =dun . Tasddicon, the svimpany provides indeparrdent
mad it prigaih aeed eofsallehg serveee 1o the sllshire o] sndodry,

£ Copyrighs so0g ODS-Petrodata; Inc All Rghix ressried

A ODS-PETRODATA

Vv

wowrae ipdrelrodata.con
3200 Willcrest D, Suwrle 17O, Mougton T T7O42
Tel 832-2063-3000 8 Fex; S32- 4035100

E-mind | poiorsifods patrodatn Sorm




e
é Gull of Mexico Newslattar

Marenr 21, 2005

Drilling Plans & Permits

Drilling Plans Offshore Activae Locations mﬁﬁ“wmﬂwmﬂﬁﬂﬂh?ﬂ
Pasicd Mo.of  No.of Wel All Rip Typos MMS, And incliste sty pians [od for work on federal lsases
Flang Welds Permilts Expl  Dowl WO Offghare well ponmll coutls 0oe esemnind by ODE-Felraaats
from dista peovedied by the MAS 2nd tho Suuto of Lot wiand, srd
This Week F 4 20 v 62 12 Inciyde approved permils for A oflahoce WAl RRD P BP0S
Veur-io-Dals 1] 1B 162 BO &0 32 Artve lOGOSONT Ono oorOEnd by CDS-Puredals from dala
This Ciabe 2004 13 258 188 63 ™ ] P Aced ey operators and eonbasiers. ASv BIDS0A YOOE-0-
2004 Total f.74 11688 il 8T 12 21 dace and botnl YOO GOUNES FoDfeRot B ouiTw i lukal
Dellling Plans Reported by the Minerats AMansgement Sorvice Last Week
‘Woder Est Mo, of
Oporator Location Leasa No, Depth | S WellsTypa

Apacha harn Poss F303 QC36 4253 248 Jun-0S Wl

Apache Scuth Pass 951 OCSG 9100 516 Apr0S el

Badgor O Ship Shoal 962 CGSG 21650 6 el el

Cantinard from page |

quarter, and our net acreage by a third compared 1o our
year-end 2004 position. We are excited that we continue
to =dd 1o our inventary of prospects and acreage, including
in our core areas in East Bay and South Timbalier.™

Top active bidder Focus Energy has been a behind-the-
scenes participant in Western and Central sales since
Westem Gulf of Mexico il and Gas Lease Sale No. 187 in
2003. Focus Encrgy actually bid for the first time this
year, but has no plans to be an active operator,

Simultancons with the Central Gull'sale, the MMS offered
124 blocks covering 714,240 acres off Alabama in Eastem
Gulf of Mexico Lease Sale No. 197, Bidding was limited;
Nine operators plaged a toral of 12 bids on 12 blocks.
Petrobrzs, which already holds a handful of leases in the
Eastem Gulf planning arca but has yet 1o drill a well in the
tegon, picked up four more blocks. The sum of high bids
i Sale 197 was §6,974,531. Helis Oil and Gas submitted
the highest bid, $2 million, for Lloyd Ridge Block 272.

Sale details are presented n the gpecial supplement that
accompanies this issue of Gulf of Mexico Newsleiter.

. Drilling & Marine News

561 million jacknp upgrade planned

Songa Drilling AS jackup ZAPOTECA, which will be
renamed SONGA JUPITER, will undergo a $61.7 million
upgrade that will retum the ng to active drilling satus.
Beacon Maritime of Orange, Texas, will perform the
upgrades and repoirs, which will inclisde a wuter depth

increase to 300-feet, a new H-man accommadations
package, three mud pumps, zero discharge capability. a
new Caterpillar power plant and 2 new semi-aitomntic
drilling peckage, Work on the rig will be completed in
March 2006.

The rig a1 presemt is stacked in Sabine Pass. The jackup
was declared 3 constructive total loss in 1986 afler a
blowout while working for Pemes. ZAPOTECA st idle in
Mexico for 15 years before 11 was purchased in 2001 by a
consomium led by Nerwegian investor Ame Blystad  The
group had a deal to sell the ng to Nabors Offshare in 2002,
but legal issues with Mexican labor unions and vendor
claims blocked the sale. The rig was moved 1o the U.S.
Gulf in April of last year.

Songa, which is awned 50 percent by Blysiad, reportedly is
in the process of purchasing IPC semis MATA REDONDA
and La MURALLA for 5135 million 10 3150 miliion, The
Mexican semis have been idle since April 2004 and August
2003, respectively.

PEMEX seeks jackup commitments

PEMEX issued a tender package for the provision of four
jackups. The requirements are for two 300-foot indepen:
dent-leg cantilever unils, one 300-foot independent-leg or
mat-supported jackup and ene 350-foot independent-leg
cantilever g,

Pogo hits gas on Ewing Bank block

Pogo Producing Co. discovered pay at Ewing Bank Block
048 in 725 feet of water. Extensive sidewall coring and
logging confirms the presence of 100 feet of net natw=l gas
andd condensate pay with average perosity caleuhstions
better than 26 pereent, and permeability of roughly 500
millidarcies. The vas: majority of the Pleistocene



